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Cross Party Group on Preventing Child Sexual Abuse.  
 
Minutes.  
 
Inaugural Meeting-9th November 2016  
 
 
Part 1: AGM  
 
Jayne Bryant AM was formally elected as Chair of the Cross Party Group.  
 
NSPCC Cymru/Wales, Stop it Now! Wales and the Survivors Trust Cymru were agreed as 
joint secretariat for the Cross Party Group.  
 
Part 2: CPG meeting 
 
 
Jayne Bryant AM (Chair) gives a brief introduction about the purpose of the CPG : 
preventing Child Sexual Abuse and draws people’s attention to artwork designed by a local 
Newport artist with a hidden message. Boards are available for pictures after the meeting.  
 
NSPCC Cymru/Wales presentation: An overview of CSA in Wales.  
 
Cecile Gwilym (Policy and Public Affairs, NSPCC) gives a further introduction about the 
purpose of the CPG – It is all about Saving Futures, about stopping child sexual abuse before 
it occurs.  The presentation will give an overview of what we mean by CSA– to demonstrate 
the scale and what needs to be done to tackle CSA in Wales and what is the core aim of the 
CPG (will be covered more in depth by Mike Sheath from Lucy Faithfull Foundation later on) 
 
CSA is a hidden issue – difficult to quantify.  Children’s commissioner for England research 
shows that problem is much bigger than statistic suggests because it is difficult to talk 
about. There are many barriers affecting children when they try to disclose information (can 
take 7 years on average for a full disclosure) 
 
One of the only prevalence studies (NSPCC 2011) shows that CSA happens on a large scale.  
One child in every class has been abused (one in 20): a very widespread problem. 
 
Wales: context in the media, emphasis on bringing perpetrators to justice – we want 
survivors’ voices to be central to the process.  These are important parts of a holistic 
approach, but it is also important to identify the hidden element – related to family or 
trusted people – 90% of CSA is committed by people the child knew, very small proportion 
committed by strangers. Happens in families and trusted networks. 
 
Ruth Mullineux (Policy and Public Affairs, NSPCC) : Introduced prevention as being at the 
heart of the approach to tackling CSA in Wales.  
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ACES study (Public Heath Wales) – helpful because gives an idea of cumulative impact of 
CSA.  
 
Social services and Wellbeing Act being implemented by Welsh Government – now is the 
right time to look at the role that prevention of CSA can play, and how it can fit into new 
legislation. 
 
Financial cost of CSA - £3.2 billion a year for the UK, dramatic cost of late intervention 
£1.5billion in 2015 .  
 
What is child sexual abuse? 
 
Contact abuse – abuser makes physical contact with the child. 
 
Non-contact abuse – involved non-touching (grooming, exploitation, online abuse) 
 
Who is affected? Any child can be.  Some children are more vulnerable than others, but all 
children are vulnerable to it 
 
How can we help? Collectively we believe that it is possible to prevent CSA– we want a more 
holistic approach and look at tackling all aspect of CSA. Want to bring together experts, 
charities, research, academics. 
 
 
NSPCC Video played: What can we do about child abuse? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GXaC6XOUY70   
 
Misty Leigh: From the heart of a survivor 
 
Jayne Bryant AM introduces Misty, a survivor of CSA who now campaigns for change, and 
works with Stop it Now! Wales.  Misty read a poem she wrote about her experience, called 
“groomed”.  
 
Jayne thanks Misty for speaking and introduces Mike Sheath from Lucy Faithfull Foundation 
 
A Preventative Approach to CSA: Lucy Faithfull Foundation presentation.  
 
Mike Sheath, Adult Services Manager : All current approaches are reactive, so essentially 
the current system relies on waiting for the victim to come forward and then we react. 
 
Talks about child traumatisation, feelings of guilt and responsibility – the emotional 
manipulation.  Children often don’t have the language, the intellect and ability to make a 
disclosure to a responsible adult so most children don’t disclose at all – goes back to the 
figure about it taking 7 years for some people to disclose. 
 
25 years ago people didn’t know what you meant when you discussed grooming, most 
people now do understand – shows improvements in education.  Grooming provides 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GXaC6XOUY70
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challenges for disclosure – groomer is nice to the child, loving, friendly – seduction is more 
common than violence, then leads to emotional manipulation – children are made to 
comply with the abusers will and children are made to feel that the abuse is their fault, 
groomers tell the child it’s about love, they’re enjoying it, the child was seductive and 
created the situation themselves.  Children often take on these false ideas and believe 
them.  Purpose of this is to prevent disclosure – groomers force children to take on their 
view that this is ok behaviour or is in some way their fault. 
 
Who do you disclose to? If it is someone in the house, how do children find the opportunity 
or the words for example to tell a sibling if the perpetrator lives in the house. 
 
Many perpetrators are in a position of power, and children are not powerful individuals – 
children do not disclose about people they are in awe of/dependent on  
 
As a society we are waiting for the child – who can be powerless – to make a disclosure.  
Children do not make good witnesses – hence the failure of many criminal trials. Putting a 
child in front of a barrister can be as traumatic as the original abuse – child doesn’t feel 
believed and feels like it has been abused by the system.  Sometimes the existing system 
does not help them in the way that it ought to – we need to change this 
 
This is the REACTIVE AGENDA – depends upon children who have already been sexually 
abused to act. 
 
Public Health Model – suggests it is a public health problem (like malaria etc) and we have 
to deal with it/do what we can to avoid it (malaria, have to drain swamps, give people 
medication to deal with it – have to treat it) 
 
We have to therefore deal with the perpetrators – not a hopeless cause, lots of individuals 
do change as a result of treatment 
 
We have to deal with situations – schools, care homes etc – have to think about the 
specificities of abuse in those situations and how it can be prevented.   
 
And we have to provide support to survivors.  
 
Public Health approach involves three tiers of prevention:  
 
Primary prevention – A message for everyone whether they think they need it or not. Need 
to be made aware of what CSA is, engage them in thinking about things that are typically 
unthinkable. Sometimes it is necessary to be public or explicit about the nature of the 
problem in your area. 
 
Secondary prevention – identifying patterns and risks that reoccur – e.g. recognising 
communities where it might be more prevalent. Then give them the resources to prevent 
the problem becoming worse.   
 
Tertiary prevention – currently this is most of what we do.  After the event we act. 
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What is a primary prevention initiative?? School nurses etc and all people in positions of 
care need to be educated about child sexual abuse.  Need to talk to people in sports centres 
etc to make them aware of what it looks like. 
 
There is a swamp of bad ideas about child sexuality – pornography etc.  Needs to educate 
children about their rights, their bodies  
 
Provide internet safety sessions based upon research – stop talking about stranger danger 
and start talking about familiar danger.  We know what ONLINE GROOMERS do – we’ve 
discussed it with them, so we need to use this information to move forward and address 
universal things. 
 
Stop it now is a helpline as is childline – need to give people who feel at risk/see others at 
risk an opportunity to speak to someone.   
 
Need to accept that some children demonstrate worrying/inappropriate sexual behaviours 
and need to put resources into this to avoid it 
 
Need to help children who have been abused – witness support, help for trial etc. 
Regardless of outcome they need to have support thereafter.  Need security through 
CAMHS etc and any other resources available.  Need to engage them with and provide them 
with services that are available and have been for a very long time. 
 
Need more intervention – with perpetrators and with victims.  Got to get hold of children 
who have been abused and engage with them to prevent them from being abused again – 
they are more vulnerable. 
 
The papers in the packs that you have been given lay out a preventative strategy.  Can 
provide a foundation for a whole range of activities  
 
Our main points of focus are that we need to provide more support for individuals who are 
concerned about their own feelings towards children – make them aware of where they can 
go to discuss this.  Also for people who discover it about a friend/family member etc. give 
them a route to address it.  Need individual agencies to think about what services they offer 
that PROVIDE all of the above points – do they work? Are they good? Are they 
comprehensive? Do people know that they exist/where they exist? Are there services for 
offenders as well as victims? 
 
Jayne Bryant AM leaves the meeting as the Plenary bell sounds, so Ruth Mullineux takes 
the chair temporarily.  
 
 
Ruth Mullineux: A lot in this first meeting, Mike has taken us through what a preventative 
approach would look like, thank you to Misty – everyone was so moved by the reading.  Will 
be around for discussion afterwards – steering group is the NSPCC, Stop it Now! And 
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Survivor’s Trust.  Please get in touch with Jayne and any of us with ideas for future 
meetings. 
 
We will be meeting each term, and the next meeting will be Tuesday 7th February at 
12:30pm  
 
Thank you for coming  
 
Poet and survivor Misty Leigh presented with flowers to show our thanks 
 


